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UK public holidays
and celebrations

The UK observes a collection of public holidays, sometimes called
‘bank holidays’, that are steeped in history, tradition, and various
cultural influences. From the iconic celebrations of Christmas and
New Year's Day to the solemn commemorations of Remembrance
Day and Easter, these holidays play a vital role in the lives of the
British people.

For International Healthcare Professionals, understanding these
public holidays is not only beneficial for integration into the local
culture but also helpful for planning your work schedules and
personal lives.

In this document, we will explore the major UK public holidays and
other significant dates in the UK calendar, their significance, and
the various ways in which they are celebrated across the nation.

Please note: This document does not include all significant holidays
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Public holidays in 2024

1st January - New Year’s Day

29th March — Good Friday

1st April — Easter Monday

6th May — Early May Bank Holiday
27th May - Spring Bank Holiday

26th August — Summer Bank Holiday
25th December — Christmas Day
26th December — Boxing Day

Please note: these dates may change each year and can vary
if you live and/or work in Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland.




1st January
New Years Day

New Year’s Eve, in the UK, is traditionally a
normal working day whereas New Year’s Day
was made a public holiday in 1974.

Celebrations begin on New Year’s Eve and may
go on well into New Year’s Day. Many people in
the UK celebrate with fireworks, parties, singing
and dancing to ring out the old year and
welcome in the new.







March 17th
St. Patrick's Day

St. Patrick’s Day observes the death of St. Patrick,
the patron saint of Ireland. This holiday has evolved
into a celebration of Irish culture with parades,
special foods, music and dancing.

For England, Scotland and Wales, St Patrick’s Day
is not a public holiday although some people still
attend special events around the date.









6th May
Early May Bank Holiday

Early May Bank Holiday is a bank holiday in
the United Kingdom and is celebrated on the
first Monday of May every year. This year it
will be celebrated on May 6.

This holiday is also known as May Day in
England, Wales, and Northern Ireland.



27th May
Spring Bank Holiday

The Spring Public Holiday is a national public
holiday in the United Kingdom. It is celebrated on
the last Monday in May.

Spring Public Holiday is a great opportunity to
enjoy the fresh air and the blooming flowers.




26th August
Summer Bank Holiday

Taking place on the last Monday in August,
the Late Summer Bank Holiday in the UK is
a public holiday that was originally introduced
as a way to give workers an extra day off at
the end of the summer season, and it is still
celebrated in this way today.






5th November
Guy Fawkes Night

Guy Fawkes Night, also known as Guy Fawkes Day,
Bonfire Night and Fireworks Night, is an annual
event observed on 5th November, primarily in
England, involving bonfires and fireworks displays.

On the day, people remember the Gunpowder Plot
of 1605, when Guy Fawkes and fellow Catholic
conspirators attempted to blow up Parliament and
assassinate James | of England.



10th November
Remembrance Day

Remembrance Sunday is a memorial day
observed in Commonwealth member states
since the end of the First World War in 1919
to honour armed forces members who have
died in the line of duty.
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25th December
Christmas Day

In the UK, many celebrate Christmas day. From the
Christian origins of the holiday, this day marks the
birth of Jesus Christ.

Traditionally, Christmas in the UK is a family event. It
Is said that Father Christmas visits during the night of
Christmas Eve, and leaves gifts in big socks ( called
Christmas stockings) which children hang up on
Christmas Eve, beside the fire, at the end of the bed
or around the tree.



26th December
Boxing Day

Boxing Day is a holiday celebrated after
Christmas Day.

Boxing Day is also known as Saint Stephen’s
Day, which is a Christian festival that
commemorates the first martyr of Christianity,
who was known for serving the poor.
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We look forward to welcoming
you Iin the UK soon.




